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(NTRODUCTION, | 


HE principal reaſon why the Editor 
of the following pages has been in- 
duced to publiſh them, is his wiſh to ſet 
before all ranks the danger of departing from 
that ſtate of induſtry in which they are 
placed by Providence, as alſo of the un- 
happineſs which is conſtantly connected 
with guilt. He has attended Mr. Matthie- 
ſon, the unhappy culprit, during his con- 
finement, and has been informed of every 
tranſaction in which he was concerned, from 
the commencement of the forgery, until 


the day 1 in which Nay: ſuffered. ty 


mw a debre to prevent any improper 
gepreſentation of facts, Mr. Matihieſon con- 


A 2 4 ſented 7 


(* 


* 


ſented to have the following narrative made 


public. It was his ſincere wiſh, that thoſe 


who may be tempted to ſwerye from the 


paths of virtue by any unlawful and chime- 
rical golden dreams, may attentively peruſe 
what he deemed wight ſerve as a mirror for 
theit miſtaken notions. Repentance came 
too late, even when he had accompliſhed 


a perfect counter feit of the Notes of the 
Bank of England. This circumſtance, which 


a novice in guilt would have deemed fortu- 
nate, proved not only fatal in the end, but 


alſo was a ſource of conſtant unhappineſs and 


torment of mind: for he expcrienced, that 
no ſooner was virtue gone, but induſtry fol“ 


lowed; and horror and deſpair took imme- 5 
dlate poſſeſſion of his breaſt, His laſt with 
was, that his fate, and a declaration” of the 


miſeries which he felt, even from the mo- 
ment he firſt. entered upon the ſcene of i ini- 
guity for Which he ſuffered, might operate 
properly on the minds of every one who de- 
parts from a line of induſtry and ſobriety i in 
mou of vile ful 1. 155 
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The Editor begs leave to inftrm the 
Public, that no other Narrative, Laſt Speech, 
-- Confeſſion is mthentlc but the preſent. 
He has Mr, Matthieſon's letter to convince 
them of its authenticity ; and his relation's 
promiſe that no other publication ſhould be 
vſhered into the world, either with his ap- 
probation or Mr. Matthieſon' 8 conſent. 


Any Gentleman defiring to be convinced 
of the above, may call at the Publiſher's, 
here they may ſee Mr, nah | 
Letter to the Editor. 


MEMOIRS 
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S Property in a great meaſure regulates the 


importance of every rank in ſociety, it is 
not to be wondered at that the law ſhould be par- 


ticularly ſevere in puniſhing every encroachment 
upon the effects either of public bodies or of indi- 
viduals, Crimes are not puniſhed according to 
their moral turpitude in civilized ſtates; neither 
is it neceſſary that this ſhould be the caſe. The 
magnitude of every offence ought to be Judged of 
by the conſequences which accrue from it to our 


fcllow-creatures ; and, on this account, we muſt 


be forced to acknowledge the propriety of the laws 


now in force againſt Forgery—a crime which, as 
it ſtrikes at the root of that mutual confidence 


neceſſary in a commercial ſtate, ought by- no 
means to be conſidered as a trivial offence; how- 


ever indigence, or that ſpecies of temptation 


Which 
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which ariſes from ability or op; ortunity, may at- 


tempt to plead in its behalf, In this point of 
view, even the rela:ions of the unhappy ſubject of 


theſe Memoirs; muſt own the Juſtice of = ſen- 
| fence by which he has ſuffered. 


John Matthieſon was born in Gretna Green, a 
few miles beyond the city of Carliſle. His father 
was a mill-wright, and not only lived in great re- 
putation as an honeſt, induſtrious, and even inge- 


nious man in his profeſſion, but alſo beſtowed 
ſome pains upon his ſon, in bringing him up to 


his own buſineſs; di :ſcovering at an early period of 
life thoſe ſparks of i ingenuity of which he has 


N lived to make ſuch an improper uſe. 


% f He — 


Mr. Matthieſon, Tg however, dil not live 


. long enough to ſee his ſon arrive at the age of 
manhood. He died ſoon after he had barely ini- 


tiated him in a knowledge of hi, own trade, leaving 


him, though young, wich the charge of his mo- 


ther and ſiſter; a charge which he chearfully un- 


dertook, from that 1 affection which is ever 
promoted by a virtuous and moral education. Toh 


uh 


\ Young Matthie fon” s di ligence and eters ſoon 
Vega to recommend him in the line of buſineſs 


in 


CS 
which lie was left by his father; ind in a Very 
ſhort time he made ſhift to maintain his mother 
and ſiſter in a very decent, reputable manner. In 
conſequence of the whole tenor of his conduct, he 
became univerſally reſpected in that part of the 
country where he lived; and mjght have remained 
in that happy ſtate until this hour; had not im- 
proper connections, joined to an ingenious mecha- 
nical turn of mind, enticed him from that humble 


ſtation of honeſt labour in which Providence had 
placed him. 


\ 


It may. juſtly be ſuppoſed, that there can be 
but few incidents worthy of public notice iti the 
life of ſo obſcure an individual as the ſubje& of 
theſe Memoirs: It may not, however, be amiſs 
to obſerve; that a certain diſcontent, too fre- 
quently the reſult of ambition, which pervades 
moſt ranks in ſociety, is often productive of ſuch 
exertions as end in the ruin of many individuals. 
An emulation founded in prudente, with virtue 
for its baſis, will ſeldom fail, with a little patience, 
to raiſe the poſſeſſor to a comfortable livelihood, 
if he keeps in the ſphere in which Providence has 
placed him; but if once the love of gain takes an 
undue hold of him, the ane very often 
prove fatal. 


B For 
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For the truth of this aſſertion Mr. Matthieſon 
may be adduced as an inſtance, From a know- 
ledge of the mill-wright buſineſs, he attained to 
the making of clocks, and cleaning, repairing, 
and finiſhing of waiches, merely by dint of his 
own natural genius. In this branch of trade he 
continued for a number of years, until he very 
unfortunately became acquainted with a certain 


engraver, who, though an accompliſhed” ſcholar | 


in regard to penmanſhip, was poſſeſſed: of thoſe 
dangerous looſe principles which too frequently 
characterize the youth of this nation. 


An intimacy taking place between Mr. Mat- 
thieſon and the above perſon, poſſibly on account 

of the former wiſhing to attain to a knowledge of 
| engraving, they in a ſhort time concerted a plan 

of a forgery on the Darlington Bank, In this 
they too happily ſucceeded; but as the notes in 
the country Banks are quickly circulated, it ſoon 
became known, that a forgery had been com- 


mitted. In conſequence, the country, as well as 


the Bank were alarmed, and every poſſible me- 


thod adopted to trace Matthieſon, the row who 
had uttered them. 


From the moment Matthieſon forſook virtue, 
he has repeatedly declared: with the deepeſt regret 
HF | dhat 


K 


chat peace was a ſtanger to his breaſt. | Fain, very 
fain would he have retracted what he had done; 
bur alas it was not to be undone. He left his home, 
after having pitched upon a perſon to utter and diſ- 
perſe ſome of the forged notes for him; but altho? 
by means of his ingenuity he became poſſeſſed of 
that property which dazzled and miſled his under- 
ſtanding, he was very ſoon ſenſible that by being 
deprived of that heart-felr ſatisfaction which ac- 
companies conſcious innocence, he had made a 
very poor and a very ſorry exchange. Now it was 
that if any one ever looked at him, he inſtantly | 
imagined they had a warrant to apprehend him, 
He has often ſaid, chat he ſtarted at the ſight of 
a militia man; od that however ſafe he was from 
detection, his conſcience ſuggeſted a thouſand 
horrid ideas as to the conſequence. of his guilt, 


In this dreadful ſtate of mind he determined 
to leave the kingdom, For beſides the miſery he” 
experienced from the inward dread of detection, 
he was apprehenſive that the aſſiduity of the 
Darlington Bank might prove too ſuccelsfut; as 
by this time they had advertiſed a reward for 
diſcovering him. He had forged on this Bank 
to the amount of £80 or £85 in zl. notes. He 
was not ain certain whether the one or the other. 


. The 


(45 
The Bank have already received ſixteen £5. notes 
which they could have proved to have been either 


vttered or forged by him. 


However determined Matthieſon's reſolution 


was to have left the kingdom, certain it is he 
never was able to put it in practice. It is ſome- b 


what very remarkable, and for which he has often 


endeavoured to account in vain, that no ſooner had 
he come to a determination to leave the illand, than 
a certain langour and irreſolution ſeized him, which 
quite unmanned him, One time in particular he 


actually left England, went o Edinburgh, from 5 


thence to Glaſgow, with a view to go to Ireland; 
but when he had he got about three miles from 


Glaſgow, he found himſelf unable to proceed any 
farther; nay, he even ſaid if his life had at the 
inſtant depended on his purſuing his journey, he 
was utterly incapable. of it. 


10 the forgery of the Darluigtog notes Matthie- 
ſon confeſſed to have had an accomplice; and 


from what has tranſpired within theſe few days, | it 


is to be feared that that accompl; ce has availed 
himſelf of his ingenuity in executing a forgery 


upon one ef the Edinburgh Banks; one of the 


gentlemen belonging to the Bank of England 


having aſked Matthieſon on Monday. laſt, if he 


5p | was 
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was concerned in a forgery upon the Royal Bank 


at that place, Of this crime however Matthieſon 
was not guilty ; at leaſt if his repeated declara- 


tions of innocence might be depended on: indeed 
from the penitence he has evinced, as well as from 


a conccalment ſerving no manner of purpoſe, it 
may be preſumed that he ſpoke the truth. 


From Glaſgow, Matthieſon ſet out for London, 
But notwithſtanding what he ſuffered on account 
of his having forged upon the Darlington Bank, 
his being in poſſeſſion of the fatal ſecret of imj- 
tating the water-mark, even after the paper was 
made, was too ſtrong a temptation to be with- 


ſtood. He flattered” himſelf, that by following 


a premeditated plan of ſtrict caution, he might 
forge upon the Bank of England without a poſſi- 

bility of detection, until he found an opportunity 

of going to Holland, with a conſiderable booty 
in real notes; which would there enable him to 
paſs off the counterfeit ones to any amount. 


His plan was this; which I the more readily 


mention, by reaſon of Its being in the higheſt de- 


gree probable, that it never can again be put into 


execution, Matthieſon having brought a ſum of 
money with him to London, got a real Bank- 
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note, of which he made an exact copy. With 
this he went to the Bank and got change, with a 
view to avoid ſuſpicion, in caſe he afterwards. 
ſhou'd be apprehended. He kept no forged 
notes about him; for the moment any were 
died, they were put in circulation; and it is re- 
;1atkable, that at the time he was ſeiſed, none of 


the forged notes were found in his poſſeſſion, 


'The forged note he vented in the country, in 
order that there might be a chance of ſome time 
elapfing, before it could be brought to the Bank 
for pay ment. One of them was actually in circu- 


lation through a tract of 6 or 700 miles. 


Although the notes were ſo well executed, that 


they paſſed current whereever they came, without 


the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of their being forged, yet 
Matthieſon declared, that they were very far from 


being ſo complete as he could have made them ; 


and, that at the time he was apprehended, he had 
fallen upon a method of bringing them to ſuch a 
pitch of perfection as would have deceived the 
niceſt judges. MES 


As the ſeveral circumſtances attending Mat- 
thieſon's detection, his be hayiour, &c, at his ſe- 
5 veral 


C8} 


veral examinations, and his trial at the Old Bailey, 
have been collected with great care, it is preſumed 
thet the following account of his connection with 


the Bank of England will prove frnfaſtory to 
our Readers. 


A144 L 

ON Friday May the 20th, at 12 o'clock Mr. 
Matthieſon was put to the bar of the Old Bailey, 
and indicted by the name of John Matthieſon alias 
Maxwell, on a detainer lodged againſt him by the 
Bank of England, which charged him with hav- 
ing feloniouſly made, forged, counterfeited, and 
publiſhed, knowing it to have been falſely made, 
forged, and counterfeited, a certain promiſſory 
note for the payment of money; purporting to be 
the promiflory note of the Governor and Compa- 
ny of the Bank of England, for payment of 93 
twenty pounds, to Robert Goordon, or bearer oon | 
demand; the tenor of which forged and conter- 
ſeited note is as follo wos: 


9 * * 
No 1 
£ * 
. — 
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No. 181 
„ 
<« ] promiſe to pay to Mr. Robert Goordor or 
bearer on demand the ſum of 20 pounds, 
London the 2d Day of March 1779, for 
the Governor and Company of the Bank 


of England, O. Geething.“ 
L. Twenty ä 3 
Ent* R. Lateward. 


with an intention to defraud the Governor and 


Company of the Bank of * on March gth 
"IIS © 


The other counts of the indictment were, 
2d. For paying a note, in the form of one of the 


notes of the Bank of England, with an intent co 
: defraud. 


3d. The ſame as the iſt count; only with an 


intention to defraud Edward Man, of the City of 


Coventry; to whom he (Matthieſon) utered the 


forged note. 


4th. The ſame as the ſecond, with an intention 


to defraud the ſaid Mr. Edward Man of Coventry. 


5th, For forging a promiſſory note, with an 


intention to defraud the faid Mr. Edward Man 


of Coventry. 40 
6th, 


- 
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6th. For forging a promiſſory note with an 
intention to defraud the Governor and Company 
of the Bank of e 


The counſel againſt Matthiefon were, Mr. Bears 
croft, Mr. Howorth, Mr. Sylveſter, and Mr. 
Fielding. 


It was the intention of the Court to have tried 
the priſoner vn Wedneſday the 17th; but as he 
had no money to procure ſolicitor or counſel, 
Judge Willes very humanely, and much to his 
honour, ordered Mr. Acton, the ſolicitor of the 
Bank, immediately to give him ten guineas to 
furniſh him with both, and then fixed the trial 
for I ROTARY; 


Mr. Denton undertook at a very ſhort notice to 
make a defence for the 3 as his ſolicitor, 
and Mr. Morgan as his counſel. LE 


Mr. Matthieſon had no Luſpicion at the firſt of 
being tried in London. He ſuppoſed, that as he 
ſtggd charged in the firſt inſtance with ſeveral - 
orgeries on the Darlington Bank, that he would 
have been removed there to have taken his trial 
for that offence. a, 


The firſt witneſs called on, was Mr. Edward | 
Man, of the City of Coventry, ſilverſmith, who 
hes fi 278 C e was 
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was oppoſed, as an improper perſon to give evi- 
dence, by the priſoner's counſel; The plea Mr. 
Morgan urged was, that as Mr. Man was an in- 
tereſted witnefs, his evidence was incompetent z 
becauſe if it was a bad note, and for argument's 
fake, he would allow it to be ſo, Mr, Man had a 


right to recover againſt the priſoner by action of 
law: but as Mr. Man came profeſſedly with a 


view to convict Matthieſon, by proving the note in 


queſtion to be a forged or bad note, he did not 


conceive how his ede could poſſibly affect 
the ar at the bar, 


Judge Willes in anſwer to this objection faid, 
that if the note was not counterfeited, Mr. Man 


had a remedy againſt the Bank; and therefore the 


balance as to the incompetency of the witneſs 


was equal, Upon his admitting of Mr. Man's 


evidence as no wiſe improper, Mr. Man ſwore, 


That on the 11th of laſt March the priſoner came 
to his houſe at Coventry, to buy a pair of ſilver 


buckles, and aſked him to give him change for a 


201. bank note; that he then tendered him a £20, | 
note; but as he (Man) had not change in the 


houſe, he went to Meſſrs Little's, Bankers in Co- 
ventry, and gave it to their clerk, one Mr. Wall, 


whom he aſked if it was a good note; that Mr. 


Wall looked at the note, told him that ĩ it was, and 
gave 


- { 9 }Þ 


and gave 419. 18. to the priſoner. 


Mr. Man being ſeveral times aſked if he was ſure 


that the priſoner was the identical perſon from 
whom he received the note, he replied, that he 


was very poſitive ; but when the note was produ- 
ced, Mr. Man, on a croſs examination, would not 
ſwear to the identity of the note itſelf. 


Mr. Jeremiab Wall, clerk to the Coventry bank 
being then ſworn, was interrogated whether he re- 
ceived a bank note from Mr. Man, and at what 
time of the day ? upon which he informed the 
Court, that he had changed a Bank of England 
note to Mr. Man in the day time; and upon ha- 
ving the note exhibired to him, ſwore poſitively to 
its identity, by his having copied it immediately 


into Meſſrs Little” 8 banking books; and putting 


888 upon the back of it, under the Britannia. 


Upon this cs ſwearing fo pointedly to the 
preciſe note, he underwent a long croſs examination 


by Mr. Morgan, the Priſoner's counſel, which 


gave him change for it; upon which he returned, 


Ul 


tended to ſhew, that Mr. Wall had put the ſame 


number on other notes; and of courſe that he could 
have identified this note in no other way but by 


refreſhing his memory from the entry and bank 


C2 books, 
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ENTS However the evidence ſtill perſiſting that 


he was poſitively certain of the note being the 


ſame that he entered, the note was again produced 
and read, when the counſel for the Crown interro- 


gating him whether he could ſwear that the figures 


888 were in his own hand-writing, he anſwered, 
that he ſhould have known it to be his own hand- 
writing, without any reference to the banking 


books; and that he never had to his knowledge 


indorſed any other bill 888 ſince the 1 1th of March 


laſt, the day on which he gave Mr. Man change 
for the ſaid note. 


What was very enable was, that the water | 
mark which has hitherto been deemed an infallible 


criterion of a true bank note, was, in this, and in 


the other bank notes which he forged, ſo exactly 


though faintly imitated, that it was impoſſible to 
diſtinguiſh the difference in this reſpect, between 
the real and the forged note. Mr. Bearcroft, one 


of the counſel, obſerved that the number, entering 
clerk and ſubſcriber were the ſame as in the Proz 
per bank bilis. e 


Mr. Francis Martin, deputy-ſecretary to the 
Bank, being next ſworn, depoſed, that he believed 
the bank note exhibited; was a falſe one, from 


his having examined both the caſh-book and the 


| notes | 


Can) 


note-ledger belonging to the Bank, and finding 
that no ſuch note iſſued from the Bank that day. 


He further ſaid, that the dotted lines in the 
note were not true; that a pair of compaſſes 
would ſhew, that they were neither parallel, nor 
ſuch as could be taken from the plate uſed by the 
Bank. That the letter N in the word No. was a 
little different; and that in the word bearer, the 
e and the r were rather too cloſe; that he had 
compared the note with the real notes taken from 
the plate belonging to the Bank of England; that 
it was certainly a forged note; and that although 
the note had been cut in two pieces, yet he did 
not apprehend that that made ſo material an altera- 
tion upon the face of it, as to prevent him from 
diſtinguiſhing i from a real bank note. 


Mr. Morgan the counſel for the Priſoner here 
objected to Mr. Martin's :a/tinz of the bank plate, 
as he ought to have produced it; but Mr. Martin 
ſaid, that beſides the above facts, he was certain 
from a general knowledge of circumſtances, that 
the note in queſtion was actually a forged one. 


A doubt too aroſe, whether the alteration in 
the parallel lines above hinted at, did not ariſe 
2 from the note having been torn in two, and 
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paſted improperly together by a ſlip of paper on 
the back. Judge Willes. and the } jury were of this 
Per 


Mr. Owen Gething, one of the caſhiers of the 
Bank, being ſworn, was interrogated whether the 


name O. Gething in the forged note was in his 
hand writing? upon which he anſwered, It was 


not ; that there being no other caſhier in the Bank 
of England of the ſame name but himſelf, he was 
very certain that no ſuch note was ever iſſued 
from the Bank ; and that the note produced to him 


was not even printed on the common bank note 
paper. 


Upon his croſs examination, Mr. Gethin ſaid, 
that although there was ſomething like the water- 


mark of the Bank of England in the forg'd note, 
pyet that it was not the water-mark made uſe of by 


the Bank; and that the white lines of the paper 


| were not the lame as in theirs : that he WAS {ure | 


the note was not iſſued on the day in which it was 


ſaid to be iſſued; and that the imitation of. his. 


hand- writing was ſtiffer than his own. 


Upon h's a. aſked 1 by 3 Willes if he 
could have [worn it was not his hand-writing, ſup- 
Fee 
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_ poſing he ſaw it upon an indifferent paper, and 
had not any reaſon to ſuppoſe it a forgery? he an- 
' ſwered, That he did not know that he could. He 
alſo acknowledged that it was not impoſſible for a 
clerk of the Bank to iſſue a note, and miſtake the 
day of the month. 8 
Mr. Richard Lateward ſwore, That he was an 
entering clerk ar the bank, and that the name 
Richard Lateward was not his hand-writing. Ups» 
on being aſked by what token it was that he knew 
it not to be his hand-writing? he anſwered, That 
he generally ſtrikes the R. and L. Judge Willes 
hereupon deſired him to write his name, which 
he did; but upon comparing it with his name 
upon a real fol. note, there was no ſimilarity ; 
whereas his name in the counterfeit note had every 
appearance, Judge Willes obſerved, of being his 
hand-writing ; and was a cloſe imitation, 


. Mr. Gethin being again called in, produced the 
real 19], bank note from which the note in queſ- 
tion was an exact copy, except the ſum; and in- 
formed the court that it was made out on the 2d 
of March, 1779 but could not tell who the per- 


| ſon was cher did ue it outs UG OS een 142453 73 Wu 


Mr. 
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Mr. Samuel Fido, teller of the bank, proved his 
paying the above fol. note at the Bank, and that 
he received it from the Priſoner on the 17th of 
March, and gave him caſh for it, along with two 
others which he brought for payment ; and that 


they were all good notes. 


| Upon being aſked by the Court, how he came 
to be ſure of this particular, he replied, that on 


the 24th March the Priſoner came again to have 


two bank notes for thirty pounds, one for twenty 


and the other for ten pounds: that the exciſe of. 
fice were paying in 7000 gs. that there being 


a ſcruple about one of the guineas, the Priſoner 


looked at it as it lay at a diſtance, and laid it was 
a good one; upon which he recollected him; ; 


turned to the book, and immediately ſaw that he 
had paid him the three notes. 


Mr. Fido alſo declared that when notes are paid 


at the bank, there is a hole ſtamped through the 


note, and that the caſhiers name is torn off, 


Mr. Ta!bey, Linen-Draper, oppoſite Arundel- 
Street in the Strand, proved that the Priſoner and 
his ſiſter came to lodge with him on Saturday the 
27th of February laſt; that he hired a firſt floor 
„ . 
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for himſelf, and an upper chamber for his ſiſter 
that he-left his houſe on the 24th March to go to 
the country; intending, as he ſaid, to go to Nor- 
wich; that he behaved with great order and re- 
gularity, being very ſober, and ſeeming not in the 
leaſt ſhy ; but told him that he was a watch- ma- 
ker, and had came to town for inſtruction in his 
W buſineſs; that he took his apartments for a fort- 
. night or three weeks, ſaying that as ſoon a as he 
had finiſhed his buſineſs, he would leave town 5 
that he was ſometimes privately by himſelf in his 

back room; upon which Mr. Talboy conceived 
that he had a piece of work to do which required 
retirement, That the Priſoner did not inform him 
of his leaving his apartments till half an hour be- 
fore he actually left them; which was about three 


o'clock in the afternoon on Wedneidey the 24th 
. | 


Mr. De vid Waters, The Priſoner came to him 
ſometime in February laft, and aſked him for four 
or five copper-plates, four inches and an half 
wide, and ſeven and an half or eight inches long; 
ſaid he wanted a couple made directly, and de- 
(cribed the dimenſions. Mr. Waters promiſed 
them in two hours; upon which the Priſoner re- 
turned, and had them according to appointment, 
D That 
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That Mr. Waters was going to poliſh the plates 


with emery, but that Matthieſon ſaid he need 
not, as he would poliſh them upon a ſtone him- 
ſelf; that they were for engraving, and to be ſent 
into the country. „ N 


* 


Morris Bullway, ſervant to Mr. Powell, Stationer 
in Cheapſide, being ſworn, depoſed, that the 
Priſoner came to his maſter's ſhop in order to buy | 
paper, which he called extra "ny teh. 


Upon being ſhewn the forged note and ſome 
paper found in the Priſoner's poſſeſſion, and being 
aſked if it was ſuch paper as that, he replied, that 
it appeared to him to be the ſame ſort; the paper 
produced to him being the ſame perſon's-make 


as the paper which he ſold him. He further ſaid, 


That the Priſoner called at his maſter's ſhop two 
or three times, and that he bought a qvire. of pa- 


per at a time. | 


The Court and Jury, notwithſtanding of the a- 
hove evidence, were of opinion, that the note way 


not of the ſame ſort of paper; but Mr. Sylveſter, 
one of the counſel, by a nice examination, provid 
'that the bars in the paper wire-form vn the ęxtra 


thin nd as and thoſe on the note exactly tallied; 
| | which 


( 


which could not have been the caſe if both had 
not been made from the ſame wire-form. 


Mr. Fido being again examined, ſaid that Mat- 
thieſon was apprehended on ſuſpicion at the Bank 
on the 1 ith of April; but was let go again. That 
on the nex day being informed that Matthieſon 
was in Cornhill, he went out and ſecured him, 
with a bundle under his arm, and deſired him 
to go with him to the Directors of the Bank; which 
he complied wi h; and that he left the bundle at 
a little ſhop under the 9 


Mr. Jobn Afton, ſolicitor of the Bank, ſwore 
that he was preſent when the bundle was brought 
in, and produced in the Priſoner's preſence, when 
he acknowledged the contents to be his property. 
The bundle contained a large quantity of thin poſt 
paper, a pair of piſtols, ſome. engraving tools, 
three bank notes taken up in the name of John 
Maxwell, which was the name he went by. Two 
were for 101, one for 201. and 200 guineas in caſh. 
There was alſo ſome clothes and ſtockings in the 
bundle. At that time Mr, Acton further ſaid, 
that there were no confeſſion, but an abſolute de- 
nial ; and that there was no promiſe made him: 
That after examining him before the directors, he 
3 ns was 
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Vas ſent to Sir John Fielding at Brompton to be 
; further examined, when he ſtil] denied every thing 
; as to the forgery, and faid that he was a watch- 
; finiſher. That on the following day he was con- 
4 
ö 


ii ducted to Bow-ſtreet, in order to be examined. 
0 i That Sir John Fielding aſking him whether his 
fl name was not Matthieſon, inſtead of Maxwell, 
Nt which he called himſelf ; at the ſame time cauſing 
* the deſcription of him to be read as advertiſed by 
bl the Darlington Bank; he immediately burſt into 
I tears, and ſaid, I know I am a dead man, and will f 


| now tell you the whole truth. 
þ . Although this confeſſion was made before the 
| Juſtice, yet as it was not taken down in writing, 
i nor any minutes made of the examination, . unleſs 
1 by Mr. Acton; he was deſired by the Court to 
N give as correct an account of what Matthieſon ſaid, 
06 as. he poſſibly could. He then informed the Court, 
i N that Matthieſon was aſked (the Governor of the 


WAA Bank being preſent) whether he was concerned in 
1 theſe forgeries or not? Here Judge Willes in- 
1 rerrupted Mr. Acton, and deſired him to confine 
il . himſelf ty the preſent forgery. He then declared 
| that Matthicſon had made the following 
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CONFESSION. 


Matthiefon, “] put off a note of 201. among 
cc the reſt of the people to a Silverſmith at Co- 
« ventry, of whom I bought a pair of ſilver 
e buckles. It was one of the notes which I made 
« at Mr. Talboy's in the Strand, I bought the 
« paper for it from a Stationer that lives in 
„ Cheapſide, nearly oppoſite, the Church. The 
„name Goordon is of my own hand writing; and 
& as to the water-mark, I put it on the paper 
by a method peculiar to myſelf, which I be- 
* lieve no man in England knows but myſelf; 
« and which I will not diſcloſe for the ſake of the 
babe, 

The evidence for the proſecution being here 
Cloſed, the priſoner was called on to make his de- 

fence; but he only ſaid, What I faid that day, 
I confeſs was to gain favour, and was not true; 
« they ſpeak. things againſt me which are very 
«© uncertain.” 

Upon this the Judge ſummed up the evidence, 
with proper remarks on the enormity of the of- 
fence; and the Jury in a few minutes found the 0 
Priſoner GUILTY, | 


In 
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In conſequence of this verdict, the Priſoner 
was brought up at the cloſe of the ſeſſions to re- 
ceive ſentence of death; when he was ordered for 
execution on Wedneſday the 28th July. His de- 


portment at that awful moment convinced the 
ſpectators, that he was not one of thoſe hardened 


villains who bid defiance to jultice in all its terrors: 
on the contrary, he behaved with that penitence 
and dcep contrition, which ſenſibly affected all 
who a him. 15 


During his confinement in Newgate, he expreſſed 
great ſatisfaction in having made every poflible 
reparation in his power, to the parties whom: he 


had injured by his forgeries. He was not indeed 


very well ſatisfied as to the manner in which this 
reparation had been mace; as no time was given 


him to make a voluntary ſurrender of the caſh, & c. 
wjhich he had acquired by means of the forgery; 
one of the parties having actually taken by force 


from him the ſum of 200 guineas in caſh,. and 


Jol. in real bank notes. Not ſatisfied with this, 
they enquired if his ſiſter had received any money 
from him, and being informed that he had made 


her a preſent of 5; guineas, they likewiſe got paſ- 
ſeſſion of that ſum, and about the value of gl. in 


flyer * &c. making 1 in. the whole, the ſum of 
ET | | A, 


62 


31 fl. 10s, (The amount of his forgery on the 
Bank of England, was 3gol.) This was done a_ 
hort time atter his examination although it is 
generally underſtood, that when a man ſuffers by 
the laws of his country, for the commiſſion of 
any erime, the property which he is in poſſeſſion 
of, either belongs to him, or is ſubject to his diſ- 
poſal before ſentence ; or elſe becomes forfeited 
to the Sheriffy after conviction, He ſeemed 
indeed indifferent with reſpect to the ſum of mo- 
| ney which he himſelf was poſſeſſed of ; bur 
thought that the caſh. his ſiſter had, belonged of 
right to her. In regard vo this particular however 
he was in ſome meature reconciled by the care the 
gentlemen of the Bank have ſince taken of her, 
and their promiſe of making her 4 Preſent to carry 
to her own y, | 


: 1 is to be hoped that the Directors of the Bank 
will take the circumſtances of the family into their 
conſideration, and make them a handſome preſent; 
as they muſt inevitably be plunged into great 
diſtreſs, by being 9 of the e ar re 
One had in this world. 


Although he had in a manner all 3 of par- 


don cut off from ne nature of the offence, yet 
Vans 
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being in poſſeſſion of a ſecret by which every for- 
gery, executed in a ſimilar ſtyle, might be eaſily 


detected, he was perſuaded to inſert the following 
letter in the General Advertiſer of Monday the 
I9th of July laſt, in hopes that the Directors of 
the Bank might take it into their conſideration, 5 


* 


2 the DIRECTORS of the BANKING 


COMPANY 7 ENGLAND. 


0 entlemen, 


21 AM now vnder ſentence af death "ny a crime 
datigerous and deſtructive to the commercial in- 


tereſts of this country. I feel all the horrors of 
my ſituation the more acutely, becauſe I know 
that my condemnation was juſt. Conſcious inno- 
cence might have ſupported me under the ſeverity 
of my ſentence, and I might have met its execu- 


tion with a ſettled compoſure; but reflection now 
adds to the bitterneſs of miſery, and hope has not 


2 comfort to beſtow. An unfortunate | ingenuity 


gave riſe to a diſcovery, the temptations of which 


? 


ſecre: of counterfeiting the water-mark of the 


notes iſſued from the Bank of England on plain 


paper, a ſecret which the Bank itſelf does not 
R J was tempted to make a benefit of the 
diſcovery, 


* 
*% 
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diſcovery. How few, perhaps; of human kind; 
in my circumſtances, ſo preſſed by calamity, ſo 
urged, and {9 tempted, would have acted other- 
ways. Though I had no proper place nor means 
to perfect the ſectet, and though the notes that 1 
iſſued were very defective; yet they impoſed upon 
every man to whom I offered them, and by a little 
more care might have been rendered ſo ſimilar to 
the real notes; as to deceive the moſt ſkilful 1 5 
that was not acquainted with the art. 
Lou muſt do me the juſtice to ſay; that altho 
] was weak enough to yield to the tempration of 
profiting from the diſcovery, I was not enough 
practiſed in villainy to deny the crime. I knew, 
I felt, I was aſhamed, and I repented of my con- 
duct: reflection brought all its guilt before me, 
| and I conceived, that the greateſt compenſation 
which I could pay my country for my crime was, 
to reveal the means by which ſuch deception 
might in future be detected. You know that 
when evidence was wanting to convict me, and 


when I might have eſcaped, to purſue, perhaps, 


with redoubled ſucceſs, the ſecret of my inven- 

tion, I turned evidence myſelf in favour of my 

© King and country, and confeſſed the crime which 

ao would have laboured in vain to prove againſt 
If honeſty, in the dernier reſort, can in any 

4 compound for villainy in the firſt, I have 

it to claim in my favour. 1 wiſh not, however, 


. 


to make it an argument; it may plead with your 
humanity in mitigation of my crime, and may 
induce you to believe a truth which I humbly 
affirm, that I am not a man hardened in guilt, 
though reſolute in temper 3. but I know it is no 
ſufficient atonement for my conduct. 

I wiſh. you to conſider, that what I invented 
may be again diſcovered. There is much inge- 
nuity in the world, and it now being known that 
the art of counterfeiting the water-mark has been 
ſucceſsfully practiſed, that ingenuity will be ex- 
erted to the diſcovery of it; and I have not a 
doubt but it may be ſo. Perhaps at this moment 
it exiſts; I know not that it does, but I have 
reaſon to believe, that the engravers will ſoon, if 
they have not already, accompliſhed the diſcovery. 
L need not tell you what the conſequences may be 
of their ſucceſs. If they compleat the ſecret, it 
may abſolutely put a ſtop to paper circulation. 
You are. well aware that every other feature.of a 
Bank note may be ſucceſsfully imitated, and this 
alone | is wanting totally to undermine te credit of 
the Bank. I have been the miſerable inſtrument 
of ſbewing the world that there is a poſſibility 
of reaching this point; I may be alſo the 
means of teaching the world the art of detecting 
che fraud. The knowledge is ſimple when ac- 
quired, and I will be bound to give you ſuch in- 
formation as will enable you to inſtru every man 
in 


in theſe kingdoms to detect the impoſition. How 
ever artfully or ſucceſsfully the ſecret - may be 


wrovght, the detection will be equally ſure, and 


paper circulation will require a ſtability from this 
knowledge, which only this knowledge can be- 


ſtow. You yourſelyes well know the advantages 
that ariſe from this diſcovery. You know beſides 


that the puniſhment in this country follows an 
offence, in compenſation to ſociety, for the crime 
committed; and that from « every offender a pay. 
ment is required adequate to the! injury; may 1 
not therefore propoſe a greater compenſation than 


my death? That will in ſome degree make amends 


for the crime; but will it be a benefit equal to 
that of preventing future impoſitions? 1 have no 


claim on your humanity; I deſerve not its exer- 


tion: I owe a debt to my country which the laws 


have deſtined me to pay, and unleſs I can dif- 
charge it in this manner, my death muſt pay the 
forfeiture. I am ready to confer with any of you 
on this' ſubject. The intereſts of the Bank de- 


pend upon it; and J hope, that in a ſhort conver- 
ſation I can perſuade you, that the means are 


now in my hands of rendering this eſſential ſervice 
to community. I fatter myſelf, that my life wil! 
be no object with you in competition with this 


diſcovery ; ; and that when I aſſert, that after ſuch 
knowledge, it would be utterly impracticable for 


me to ſucceed i in the deception, you may believe 
#0 _ BE2 ER 


| 
| 
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that it would be equally ſo for others. On this 
ground I fondly hope, for the good of the coun- 
try at large, as well as your own, you will repre- 
ſent my caſe to my merciful Sovereign, and learn 
the ſecret at the expence of a repreive. 


The unfortunate 
wan, 70 17, 1779. ; 
JOHN MATTHIESON . 


The above letter, however, had no effect, fur- 
ther than that the Solicitor of the Bank applied 
to him for a diſcovery « of the ſecret, whick he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to diſcloſe. As he, however, ſtill ; 
retained a glimmering hope, being induced = 
thereto | in a great meaſure by the people who vi- 
fited him, he made an effort to obtain a conditi 
onal pardon; and accordingly had the following 
letter inſerted | in the General Adyertiſer of Satur- 
day, uly 24. | 


To the D L R EC T RS of the BA N K. 


* Gentlemen, 15 1 

<« I have added greatly to the extreme anguih 
of my fituation, by the letter which I addreſſed to 
you on Monday laſt, I bave been informed by 
ſeveral perſons, whom the particular circumſtances 
of my ca{e has induced to viſit this abode of mi- 
ery 5 horror, that men of underſtanding and 
Fg 


(37 0 
candour, who have read that letter; think the plea 
is fafficiently ſtrong to-merit your attention; and 
if I ſhould make it appear to you that I am able 
to perform what J have there ſtated, the royal 
mercy may be extended to me, for the ſame impor- 
tant reaſon v hich has prevented in ſo many inſtances, 
the influence of favourable circumſtances, or the "i 
ſtrongelt ap. lications of intereſts or compaſſion — 1 
which is, that every other conſideration muſt q 
give way to the great neceſſity of preſetving paper 
credit, on which the intereſts of the ſtate and the 
welfare of the public ſo materially depend. 
The faint rays of hope have been deſtroyed, | 
the lingering moments of moſt anxious expectation 
have paſſed, I ſurrendered me again, with addi- 
tional pangs to the horrors'of my fate; I am now "| 
convinced that you do not mean to take any no- 
tice of my propoſal; yet I cannot forbear again, 
with tren.bling-anxiety, to urge, that under the 
very peculiar circumſtances of my caſe, theſe 
important public intereſts, and the neceſſity for 
preſerving paper credit beyound the reach of doubt 
or ſuſpicion, are the only pleas from which I have 
prefumed to hope. That I am not hardened in 
guilt, or of an abandoned mind, I have given 
the ſtrongeſt proof, by the readineſs with which I 
mage a e which is the fole 1. ground 
of 
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of my condemnation: but I urge not theſe ; be- 
cCauſe I know that all pleas of this kind have been 
rejected, in every other inſtance; but I urge you, 
for the ſake of the public, and for thoſe great in- 
tereſts of which you are Directors and Guardians, 
to attend at leaſt to what I have propoſed. - If I 
die without communicating the means of prevent- 
ing the poſſibility of repeating the fraud of which 
I am convicted, every idea of ſecurity from the 
water mark 1n Bank notes is at an end; and credit 
becomes to the laſt degree precarious and uncer- 
tain; as the forgery of a Bank note may then be 
executed with as much caſe, as a common bill 
| of exchange. Can any neceflity exiſt for taking 
the forfeit life of ſo wretched and inſignificant a 
being as I am, which can weigh a mo:nent in op- 
Poſition to conſiderations of ſo much real import- 
- ance to the public welfare, for the ſake of which 
the law ordains the puniſhment, not ſo much 
for vengeance as for prevention? N 
I have no idea of trifling with you, gentlemen, 
nor is this a deluſive effort of deſpair. The ſame 
unhappy ingenuity which diſcovered the fatal ſe· 
cret is ſurely moſt likely to diſcover allo the means 
of detection; I deſire nothing more than a condi- 
tional reprie ve; I will then make the moſt ample 
diſcovery of the manner in which I imicated. the 
water- mark, and point out a plain and univer- 
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fally intelligible mode of diſtinguiſhing every 
ſpecies of imitation of the like kind, which will 


fully reſtore the eſſential diſtinction of the real 


Bank note, ſo material to their univerſal circula- 
tion; as the ſecret of i imitating the water mark is 
already in other hands, 


I ſhall ſtill gentlemen, be entirely i ws power; 


the confirmation of the reprieve will depend entire- 
ly on your repreſentations to my gracious Sove- 
reign; and ſhould it appear that I have promiſed 


what it is not in my power to perform, I ſhall. 


ſubmit without further murmur or complaint, to 
the dreadful ſentence of the law. 

- You, gentlemen, have been compelled bs duty, 
as Directors of the Bank, in ſo many inſtances, to 
become inflexible proſecutors, and have been un- 


der a neceſſity of exerting a degree of rigour which 
has not been experienced by the moſt daring and 
cruel robber, that I preſume you will be glad, 


from the common feelings of humanity, that an 


inſtance has occured, in which the ſame facred 
duty of preſerving public credit, urges you to 
give your powerful ſanction to my humble and 


earneſt application to our moſt amiable Soverign 


for that mercy for which. we, all e c 


from our Gd. 
Newgate; Juy 23. 


"9 GUN MAT THIESON. 
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As the above letter was alſo difregarded by the 
Directors of the Bank, a Well-wiſher of Mr. Mat- 
thieſon addreſſed the King in the General àdver- 
tiſer of Friday the 23d of July, urging the pto- 
priety of extending the royal metcy, upon condi- 

tion that he would divulge the ſecret of diſtin- 
guiſhing the real from the counterteited water- 
mark. This letter giving unbrage to the Bank, 
orders were given on Saturday laſt, that none 
ſhould be admitted to Mr. Matthicſon in future, | 
unleſs his relations, which orders were ſtrictly 
complied with. 

During the whole time of his ale 
Matthieſon was much concerned about the ſtate of 
his ſoul. He converſed with a great deal of ear- 

neſtneſs on the means of ſalvation, and gave him- 
ſelf much to prayer and a ſtudy of the Scriptures. Z 
Although he ſeemed to have had a decent moral 
education, and that ſpecies of general knowledge 
of Chriſtianity which is connected with it, yet he : 
lived in a total neglect of divine things. But 
when a near proſpect of eternity rouſed him from 
his lethargy, he uſed to cry out, What a fool 
* have I been, thus to overlook the goodneſs and 
4 the mercy of God, as diſplayed in the face of 
« Chriſt | what unſpeakable condeſcenſion is it in 


< him ever to have * of dying for ſoch 
60 vretches as me! 


Being 


(4) 
Being aſked his Gus of the awful Silpenſu? 


replied, « T'defire to ſee the mercy. apd be! of 
God in it. If I had been left to myſelf, I do 
not know to what dreadful lengths I might have 
« gone; as it is, I think the Lord has made uſe 
«* of my own folly and fin as the inſtrument of 
ce bringing me to himſelf; and I defire to ſubmit 
* myſelf under his mighty hand. Beſides, what 
8. is this world ? L ſee, and am convinced of its 
<E vanity z I ſee that I have been amuſing myſelf 
“with things of nothing; and I conſider it as a 
te proof of the mercy. of God, thay, he has thus | 
F ſtopped my finful career,” 

Another day, being aſked if he was viſited by 
any clergymen, he anſwered, that the Ordinary 
« had been very kind in calling on him, and in 
ce adviſing him to aſk for the mercy and forgive- 
$ neſs of God for the crime that he had com- 
« mitted ; and that as he was one day ſetting be- 
fore him the heinouſneſs of the offence, I told 
« him, that to be ſure it was a very great crime, 
* and that I was truly ſenſible of the bad conſe» - 
« quences which might reſult from it; but I had 
** committed far greater and more heinous crimes 
« than Forgery. Hereupon the Ordinary began 
« to think, that I had committed murder, rob- 
tt bery, &c. but J choſe to undeceive him, by 
F E aſking 


( 48 ) 


cc aſking him, Whether he did not think living 
«in a negle& and contempt of divine things, and 
« deſpiſing the gracious offers of ſalvation through 


< the Lord Jeſus, were not much greater crimes 


_ than Forgery ? I then told him that I did nat 
* deſpair of the mercy of God, notwithſtanding 
« of the great and dreadful crimes committed 


5 againſt | the majeſty of heaven; and that. For- 


45 gery was only one of the crimes, which the blood 
by of Jeſus was very able to abſolve me from.” 
Upon having the character of God pointed out 
to him in Rom. v. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; and Eph. ii. 
1, * 3, Az53 and in ſimilar paſſages, as ſuitable 
to our ſituation and wants; and that God's fulneſs 


and perfections were only made manifeſt, in order 


that we might enjoy happineſs through a partici- 


pation of his divine nature; he exclaimed, © What 


« bleſſed word of comſort is that, He that 


cometh unto me, I will i#*0 wiſe caſt out; but 
I have a hard heart; yet 1 hope the Lord will 
8 pardon me for the ſake of his ſon.” 


The day before he ſuffered, he faid, & that be 


would nat change his proſpect for ten thouſand 


« worlds; that he hoped before that time to- 
« morrow all his ſorrows would be over; that he 
e was going where there would be .no need of 
* © candle, neither light of the ſun; Rev. xxii. 53 
90 that he was reſigned to his fate, and cher he 
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tt was truly ſenſible of the love of God in the diſ- 
« penſation.” 

Having then ſigned an authority for this ac- 
count of his life; he took an affectionate leave of 
his fiſter, his couſin, and another gentleman who 

viſited him. Fi 

With regard to the report of his. having ſome 
ſome time ago an intention to ſtrangle himſelf, he 
was particularly anxious that it might be contra- 
dicted; nothing, as he faid, having: Porn farther 
from his i intentions. p 

As the Sheriffs gave his relation permiſſion to 
have a coach, he proceeded on the morning of 

the 28th of July with. Mr. Mattbieſon, along with 
the Ordinary to the place of execution, where he 
confeſſed the juſtice of his ſentence joined in 
prayer, and particularly warned the ſpectators of 
the danger of encouraging a thirſt of gain, which 
he ſaid had been the cauſe of his untimely fate. 
After he had hung the uſual tune, the body was 
cut down and carried off by his friend, 

As the following copy of a Letter which Mr. 
Matthieſon wrote to his mother, will beſt expreſs 
the Ciſpeſition of his mind, and the manner in 
which his ſoul was exerciſed during his confine- 
ment, the Editor hopes it will be accepted as a 
valuable preſent by his readers, et des 
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| - "Copy of e LETTER from Mr. JOHN MA. 
THIESON, 70 his Mother Mrs. MARY MAT- 
 THIESON the night before he ſuffered. 


My Dear Loving Mother, 
Now ſend you my laſt letter: for before this 
I reaches your hand, my eternal doom will be 
fixed by the Almighty God. . 
J informed you that I ſhould tranſmit you an 
account of the ſtate of my ſoul. I bleſs my God 
that he has given me great hopes to believe that 
he will redeem me from eternal wrath, although I 
juſtly deſerve hell, as much as any man under 
heaven; for thouſands of thouſands of ſoul-killing 
| fins have I committed againſt my bleſſed Redee- 
mer, and hardened my ſelf with that dangerous 
ſin of unbelief, ſo that I would not give him en- 
trance into my wretched heart; yet bleſſed be 
God, that notwithſtanding of this, he hath not 
given me over to death eternal, but opened for me 
a Door of Hope ; and I truſt in his name, that, 
that hope will be made ſure by faith, and end in. 
my ſalvation : then ſhall I look upon this world 
with pity 3 and be made to wonder that ever 1 
ſhould have placed my thoughts ſo much on the 
periſaing trifles of this tranſitory life. What is 
all this world to me now! How inſignificant are 
All its enjoyments to ſatisfy an immortal ſoul who 
3 has 


7 . 

has ſo ſoon to appear before God! All my plea is, 
that I am a guilty, wretched and undone miſerable 
Sinner; and that there is a fountain opened for 
fin and all manner of uneleanneſs, even the foun- 
tain of Chriſt's Blood, which cleanſes from all ſin. 
Il cannot give you full affurance of my ſalvation; 
nor yet have I any right to doubt of it; for 1 have 
met with much of God's goodneſs already; , and 
I hope that at the laſt I ſhall have all that I wiſh | 
for, and more than any earthly creature can expreſs. 

Dear Mother, I ſincerely deſire you to cry to 


God for mercy, and to prepare your ſoul for that. 


great change which mult infallibly ſoon take 
place, Leave it not till a  death-bed ; for that 
will have enough to do for itſelf, — Perhaps, in- 
deed, you may be called off at a ſhort warning: 
therefore watch and pray, as you know not the 
moment of your change. 
Dear Mother, be not caſt down by feaſbn * 
the multitude of your ſins; for God is able to for- 
give you, if they were ten thouſand times greater 
than they are. He ſays, © that none ſhall ſeek 
his face in vain ;” and if you had ten thouſand 
ſouls, you might truſt them all on his werd, and 
think yourſelf everlaſtingly fafe ; for Jeſus Chriſt 
is a ſure rock of ſalvation to build on; but all 
others are falſe and ſandy foundations. 
e "Bw © 
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Our bleſſed Lord ſays, ” Come all ye his 4s 


8 5 1 and are heavy laden, and I- will give you 


. reſt not reſt for a ſhort time, but reſt for eter- 
nity; and the way to come to Chriſt is to believe, 
that he is both able and willlog to ſave you. So 
do not ſay to yourſelf, that I have committed ſuch 
and ſuch ſins, and therefore God will not forgive 
me: do not let that curſed ſoul- killing fin of un- 
belief remain in your heart; but cry to God that 
he may remove it far from you, and pray for faith 
to lay hold on that * which he hath * be- 
6 fore you. 
Do not provoke God in mourning. for my 
death; for it is juſt in the ſight of God and in 
the ſight of man. If God has taken this method 
to ſave my ſoul, when nothing elſe would have 
perſuaded me from running on in ſin, bleſs his 
great goodneſs, and ſay witk Job, ** the Lord 
_ giveth, and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord,” I truſt in the Lord, that my 
death will not only be the means of my ſalvation, 
but of ſaving all your ſouls, by ſtirring you up 
more and more to ſeek after Chriſt, O that you 


may ſee how miſerable a poor ſinner you are, and 


what a low ſtate you are in by nature! O that the 
Almighty God may open your eyes, to know your 
great and unſpeakable wants! for you will never 
love 
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loye Chriſt, en you 4 the need you- have for 
him, and are convinced that there is no other way 
under heaven to be ſaved, but * the * Ry 
and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


Dear Mother, bumbly ve of Chriſt to wann 
away your ſins in his own blood; for he that he 
waſhes not, will have no part in him: come to 
bim as a poor guilty ſinner, without any righte- 
ouſneſs of your own; come with all your ſins = 
bim, and requeſt him humbly to take them off 
your poor guilty head; come to Chriſt over and "2 
over again, like the woman of Canaan, and take 1 
no nay-ſay 1 nor denial. Although you even find 
no anſwer for a while, yet Chriſt will have pity at 
laſt, and reward you faithfully for your labour. e 

My dear Mother, I hope you will not — 
diligent in ſeeking after the great ſalvation, but 
alſo inſtruct my poor dear ſiſter ; for I am afraid 
ſhe is more careful for her mortal body, than for 
her never-dying ſoul. I deſire, likewiſe, that you 
will take care that my poor fatherleſs daughter 
may be properly educated, and brought up in the 9 
fear of the Lord. „ OR ws 


' © * „„ „ 6 „ „ „ 

1 wat "Or the Land will make good his gra- 
cious promiſes, in being a huſband to the widow, 
ITY a father to * kanu 
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** {day t the pleſnng of Alcigkty God be with you 
all, both in this life and through eternity. May 
the ſincere bleſſing alſo of your dying ſon be with 
you all; and I truſt.in my God that we ſhall all 
meet in a ſtate of happineſs, never more to part. 
I ſhall pray for you all to my very laſt mo- 
ments, until I. deliver my ſoul into the hands of 
my ever-bleſſed Redeemer. So farewell world and 
all its vanity ; welcome God and Jeſus Chriſt, 


> | | This from your dying ſon, HE 
London, 0 Wy 
ro, A, . Fr 


#7 July, 1779. % * 
JOHN MATT] 1 IESON. —Farenell, 


Cir Ig 
2 will not pretend inform you how dear 


you are to me at this preſent moment; for words 
or writing will not come near it: - ſhall therefore 
be ſilent for fear of making any blunder | in my 
expreſſions. % 4-4-4: 2 


* 
1 
n 
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Read this letter ſeveral times over, that it may 

put you in remembrance of your duty, and how 
much you ought to love Chriſt for that great ſal. 
vation which he hach wrought 0 out by ug moſt 
precious blood. . | 


* 


Note. The dotted lines are inſerted ;nſtead of thoſe 1 
ef in the original, which referred to ſome Private con. 
. of Mr. Matthieſon. 
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